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ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION TRUST




Otamahua/Quail Island Trust plans a special day for children to mark Conservation Week.

This year’s planting programme –nearly 7,000 trees, shrubs and flax – has had a good start with more than 2,000 already planted.

Our response to several requests from volunteers to bring young children over to the island has usually been negative.  We do not think a six hour day in changeable winter weather is comfortable for children and selfishly, we do not want our valuable volunteer time taken up by supervision of youngsters.

This year, to recognise their enthusiasm and to mark Conservation Week (13th   to 20th September), we propose a short planting day especially for children.  The response has been enormous.  Within four weeks all available spaces have been filled and we have increased the numbers we could take to include as many families as possible.

On Sunday, 13th September, 80 parents and children will leave Lyttelton   on the Black Cat Cruises ferry bound for Quail Island.  The children will walk up the steep track from the jetty with a stop at the Heritage centre   then along the Middle track almost to the summit to an area that has been specially set aside for planting.  Regular volunteers will show the children how to plant the trees to get the best results for survival of the plants over the usual very dry summer.

Following the tree planting session families will make their way down the Dog Kennel track to Whakamaru Beach where a scavenger hunt will take place.
Children’s Planting Day 13th September 2009
Programme.

11.45am     Depart Black Cat ferry jetty,  Lyttelton.

12.05pm     Arrive  Quail Island.  Walk up hill to Heritage Centre.

12.30pm to 1.00pm     Lunch –bring your own picnic lunch.

1.00pm to 1.30pm      Walk from Heritage Centre to planting area.

1.30pm to 1.45pm      Planting demonstration.

1.45pm to 2.15pm      Planting.

2.15pm to 3.30pm      Tidy up.

2.30pm to 3.00pm      Walk down Dog Kennel Track to Swimmers’-Whakamaru Beach.

3.00pm to 3.30pm      Scavenger Hunt.

3.40pm to 4.00pm      Walk around to catch ferry.

If the weather is really dreadful there will be a postponement e-mail at 9.00am with a backup day 20th September.
For more information   contact  Ian or Bev MacDonald  at  332 5322
